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The McNicoll Lectureship is a prestigious bi-annual public lecture in honour of the Near Eastern archaeologist Anthony 
McNicoll. The Anthony McNicoll Visiting Lectureship is a bequest/memorial fund that was set up after Dr McNicoll passed 
away in 1985. It aims to bring to Australia internationally recognised scholars whose areas of study are representative of Dr 
McNicoll’s wide scholarly interests. 

This year Dr Derek Weslby from The British Museum is the guest speaker. Dr Welsby is the Assistant Keeper in the Department 
of Ancient Egypt and Sudan at The British Museum with special responsibility for the Sudanese and Nubian collections. His 
fieldwork activities include directing major surveys and excavations in the Northern Dongola Reach (1993-98), at Kawa (1998 - 
present) and as project director of the Sudan Archaeological Research Society’s (SARS) mission, a component of the Merowe 
Dam Archaeological Salvage Project. 

Dr Welsby will discuss the archaeological treasures to be found in Sudan and will attempt to show that Sudan’s history and 
culture in the past was on a par with that of Egypt., highlighting, amongst other things the two periods when Kush dominated 
the Nile Valley ultimately leading to its conquest and domination of Egypt. Among the sites discussed will be Kerma, the 
earliest urban complex in sub-Saharan Africa still dominated by its 3500 year old mud-brick temple standing 19m high. 
Pyramids will feature prominently – there are many more pyramids in Sudan than in Egypt - dating from a period spanning over 
2000 years. The overview will be wide ranging, beginning 200,000 years ago with what is perhaps the earliest evidence for art 
in the world and extending to the conquest of Sudan by the Anglo-Egyptian army in 1896-8.


