
 
 

 
Patriotism, Memory and History 

Master-class for Postgraduate Students 
22-24 July 2009 

 
 

The Department of History, the School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry, and the 
Nation-Empire-Globe Research Cluster invite participation in a three-day series of 
workshops and conversations on the themes of patriotism, memory, and history.   
 
We invite students from any field who will benefit from discussion of the relationship 
between history and nationalism.  We also welcome students whose work challenges 
this long-accepted idea either explicitly through studies of history and/or historical 
consciousness that subverted national ideals, or implicitly through the use of a 
transnational or otherwise extra-national approach. 
 
The master-class provides an opportunity for a select group of postgraduate students 
from the field of history and cognate areas to take advantage of seminars led by 
distinguished scholars and to participate in workshops examining their own research.  
While the international guests specialise in the study of the United States, the master-
class will be conducted thematically and we thus welcome applications from students 
working on all areas. 
 
In 2007, the master-class, on ‘Nationalism, Imperialism and Globalism’, attracted 
students from several disciplines in Australian universities and from the Universities of 
Leeds and Bristol; in 2008, the master-class on ‘International History’ included students 
from Melbourne, Tasmania, Harvard and Peking Universities.  
 
Seminar leaders at the master-class will include guests from elsewhere in Australia and 
overseas: 
David Blight, Yale University, author of Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American 

Memory (2001), and Director, Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition at Yale University 

Rhys Isaac, La Trobe University, Pulitzer-Prize Winning author of The Transformation 
of Virginia (1982) and Landon Carter’s Uneasy Kingdom (2004) 

W. Fitzhugh Brundage, University of North Carolina, author of The Southern Past: A 
Clash of Race and Memory (2005) 

James T. Campbell, Stanford University, author of Middle Passages: African American 
Journeys to Africa, 1787-2005 (2006), and Chairman of the Brown University 
Steering Committee on Slavery and Justice 
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Jonathan Hansen, Harvard University, author of The Lost Promise of Patriotism: 
Debating American Identity, 1890-1920 (2003) 

 
and from the University of Sydney: 
 
Robert Aldrich, author of Vestiges of the Colonial Empire in France: Monuments, 

Museums and Colonial Memories (2005) 
Clare Corbould, author of Becoming African Americans: Black Public Life in Harlem, 

1919-1939 (2009) 
Michael McDonnell, author of The Politics of War: Race, Class, and Conflict in 

Revolutionary Virginia (2007) 
Elizabeth Rechniewski, author of forthcoming work comparing memories of war in 

France and Australia 
Glenda Sluga, author of The Nation, Psychology and International Politics (2006) 
 
 
The schedule of the master-class and conference is as follows: 
 
Wednesday 22 July: Discussion and workshops of research by international 

guests, local faculty and postgraduate students.  Workshops 
will be based on pre-circulated readings. 

 Evening reception for participants, visitors and members of 
the department and research cluster. 

 
Thursday 23 July: Discussion, workshops and presentations. 
   Evening lecture by David Blight at State Library of NSW. 
    
Friday 24 July: Discussion, workshops and presentations. 
   Evening book launch and party 
 
Tuesday 28 July: Evening “Sydney Ideas” roundtable, “Why History Matters: 

Guantánamo, Slavery and the Civil War” 
 
A reader will be provided to master-class participants three weeks before the classes.  
Among its contents will be articles or chapters by each of the seminar leaders and other 
readings on the major themes.   
 
The due date for expressions of interest in attending the masterclass is June 25. 
Please contact Clare Corbould (details below). 
 
Alternatively, if you would like to submit or present work during the masterclass, 
please submit the following. Funding for accommodation during the conference 
may be available for a limited number of participants who are presenting work:   

1. a brief curriculum vitae; 
2. full contact details; 
3. a brief précis of either a 15-20 minute paper for presentation OR of a 

chapter you would like to circulate in advance for discussion during the 
workshop.  (The chapter would be due by July 14 2009 at the latest.)  The 
summary should include information on how this paper or chapter relates 
to the workshop themes; and 
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4. whether you would like to apply for the bursary for accommodation during 
the conference. 

 
The master-class is free.  The reader and lunches, as well as morning and afternoon 
refreshments, will also be provided without cost.   
 
The organisers are unfortunately not able to provide funding for travel from interstate or 
overseas, but will be able to provide free accommodation for two visitors (chosen on a 
competitive basis) from outside the Sydney metropolitan area for the duration of the 
conference. 
 
Participants from member institutions of the World Universities Network are 
particularly welcome to participate in the master-class. 
 
For those unfamiliar with the University of Sydney: The Department of History – with 
almost forty members of the academic staff and some eighty postgraduate students – is 
the oldest and largest history department in Australia.  It specialises in the history of 
Europe (since the Middle Ages), Australia, the United States and China.  Further 
information can be found at http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/history/.  
 
The Nation-Empire-Globe Research Cluster, established in 2005, is an interdisciplinary 
group of staff and students working in various areas linked to the general areas of 
nationalism and internationalism, imperialism and colonialism, and globalisation and its 
repercussions. 
 
 
Overseas applicants (other than citizens or residents of New Zealand) should be aware 
that they may require a visa to come to Australia and are responsible for arranging for 
the visa in their home countries. 
 
 
For further information or to apply for participation in the master-class, please contact 

the Co-Directors of the Nation, Empire, Globe Research Cluster: 
 

Dr Clare Corbould (clare.corbould@usyd.edu.au) 
Professor Robert Aldrich (robert.aldrich@usyd.edu.au) 

Department of History 
The University of Sydney 

NSW 2006 Australia 
 
 
(Please note that the programme indicated above is subject to modification.) 
 
 
 


